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Re: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion EVS Grant Application 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 As an active member of the Eastern Vascular Society (EVS), I wish to provide this very 

enthusiastic letter of support on behalf of Dr. Martha ‘Libby’ Weaver’s diversity, equity and inclusion 

(DEI) grant application. Dr. Weaver is a 2nd year vascular surgery fellow, who is in good standing at the 

University of Florida, and as the Program Director of the fellowship, I feel well-qualified commenting 

on her abilities.   

Specifically, Dr. Weaver is one of the most mature, intelligent and accomplished applicants we 

have ever recruited into our program.  Her experiences from working professionally in the country 

music industry as a song writer prior to medical school and subsequent general surgery residency at 

Johns Hopkins University provide her with unique knowledge that will inform the proposed DEI project 

focused on examining gender-based differences in Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 

Education (ACGME) milestone evaluations for both vascular integrated residents (0+5) and fellows 

(5+2).  Notably, prior work has established that important gender-based variation and bias exists among 

categorical general surgery residents surrounding ACGME milestones and in-service training 

examination scores.  However, currently there is no high-quality information regarding the same issues 

among contemporary vascular surgery integrated residents and fellows.  

Dr. Weaver has aligned herself with an excellent mentor in Dr. Brigitte K. Smith, MD, MHPE, 

FACS, FSVS, who serves as the vascular training program director and vice chair of surgical education 

at the University of Utah. Importantly, they have already received approval from the American Board of 

Surgery (ABS) to acquire the necessary data for the project.  Therefore, the EVS DEI grant would 

provide the necessary support to complete the proposed analysis. Results from this study will enable 

multiple stakeholders including trainees, faculty, program directors and the ABS to further improve our 

collective ability to train the next generation of vascular surgeons.  I cannot think of a more deserving 

candidate for this award since Dr. Weaver represents the future of our field and will undoubtedly 

become an outstanding surgical educator. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
_____________________________________ 

Salvatore T. Scali, MD, DFSVS, FACS, RPVI 

Professor of Surgery 

University of Florida College of Medicine 

Program Director, UF Health Vascular Surgery Fellowship 

Division of Vascular Surgery & Endovascular Therapy 
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